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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application in light of the following discussion is 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 5-6 and 9-16 are presently active in this case. The present Amendment 
amends Claims 5, 9, 10, 12, 14 and 16 and cancels Claims 1-4 and 7-8 without prejudice or 
disclaimer. 

The outstanding Office Action rejected Claims 1-16 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second 
paragraph, as indefinite. Claims 1-4 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by 
Shigemori et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,740,079, herein "Shigemori"). 

Initially, Applicants respectfully request that references AW and AX cited in the 
Information Disclosure Statement filed January 25, 2002 be acknowledged as having been 
considered in the next Office Action. The references AW and AX were cited in the 
International Search Report (ISR) in English dated June 12, 2001 and the relevancy in view 
of the original claims of these documents is indicated. The ISR was filed at the U.S.P.T.O 
together with the application on October 22, 2001. 

Claims 5-6 and 9-16 were indicated as allowable if rewritten in independent form. 
Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication of allowable subject matter. 

In response. Claim 5 is rewritten in independent form by incorporating all the features 
of Claim 1 . Claim 9 is rewritten in independent form by incorporating all the features of 
Claim 7. Claim 10 is amended to be in independent form by incorporating all the features of 
Claim 2. Claim 12 is amended to be in independent form by including all the features of 
Claims 1 and 3. Claim 14 is amended to be in independent form by including all the features 
of Claims 2 and 4. Claim 16 is amended to be in independent form by including all the 
features of Claim 8. Further, rejected Claims 1-4 and 7-8 are cancelled. Applicants reserve 
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the right to present cancelled Claims 1-4 and 7-8, or similar claims, in a continuation 
application and to address any traversed issues in such application. 

In response to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. Claims 5, 9, 10, 
12, 14 and 16 are amended to correct the noted informalities and to be in more proper U.S. 
claim drafting form. In particular, Claims 5, 9, 10, 12 and 16 are amended to delete "such as 
a coloring agent defining the sample color." Claims 5, 10, 12 and 14 are amended replace 
"such as" with "including at least one of a." Claims 9 and 16 are amended to delete "above" 
and to replace "presvmiing" with "choosing" or "estimating." Furthermore, Claims 5, 9, 10, 
12, 14 and 16 are amended to correct the informalities related to the antecedent basis noted in 
the outstanding Office Action. In view of amended Claims 5, 9, 10, 12, 14 and 16, it is 
believed that all pending claims are definite and no further rejection on that basis is 
anticipated. If, however, the Examiner disagrees, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned who will be happy to work with the Examiner in a joint effort to derive mutually 
acceptable language. 

Consequently, in view of the present amendment, no further issues are believed to be 
outstanding in the present application, and the present application is believed to be in 
condition for formal Allowance. A Notice of Allowance for Claims 5-6 and 9-16 is eamestly 
solicited. 
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Should the Examiner deem that any further action is necessary to place this 

application in even better form for allowance, the Examiner is encouraged to contact 

Applicants' undersigned representative at the below listed telephone nximber. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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